Name______________________________
English 11

The Great Gatsby/ Chapter 3 Questions

1. Describe the two ways in which Nick differs from the other guests at Gatsby’s party.

2. What is Nick so surprised about when he first meets Gatsby?

3. Describe the events and the atmosphere of the party.

4. How does Nick characterize the guests at Gatsby’s party? What do these characterizations tell us about how Nick feels about most people?

5. What sense of life in the Jazz age do we get from the description of the party?

6. What does the owl-eyed man in the library find extraordinary about Gatsby’s library?

7. What does Nick learn about Jordan Baker after he has spent some time with her?

8. Describe the two incidents involving automobiles in this chapter. What role do cars seem to play in the novel so far?

9. What is the contrast between Gatsby and his party?

10. He smiled understandingly-much more than understandingly. It was one of those rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it that you may come across four or five times in life. It faced--or seemed to face--the whole external world for an instant, and then concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favor. It understood you just as far as you wanted to be understood, believed in you as you would like to believe in yourself, and assured you that it had precisely the impression of you that, at your best, you hoped to convey. Precisely at that point it vanished — and I was looking at an elegant young roughneck, a year or two over thirty, whose elaborate formality of speech just missed being absurd. Some time before he introduced himself I’d got a strong impression that he was picking his words with care.

What is Nick’s first impression of Gatsby according to the description above? Be careful here- read this description more than once to figure out the true sense of the description.
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The Great Gatsby/ Ch 3 Review

These statements are true- but how do you know? The information is not given directly in the text. Please explain 

1. Gatsby’s parties made a lot of mess.

2. The food for the parties was not prepared in Gatsby’s house.

3. The two girls recognized Jordan,

4. Many rich people at the time had shelves with fake books on them.

5. Nick fought in France during the Great War.

6. Nobody at the party knew the truth about Gatsby’s past.

7. Nick was impressed by fame.

8. Nick has a poor opinion of women.

9. Jordan was a bad driver.

